Resveratrol (3,4Ј,5-trihydroxystilbene) is a phytoalexin found in grapes and certain other plants. In recent years, there have been a large of reports about resveratrol and it exhibits a variety of useful bioactivities including anti-inflammatory, cancer chempreventive, antiplatelet aggregation, antioxidative and antibacterial activities. [1] [2] [3] [4] In past years, resveratrol and some its analogs were synthesized. [5] [6] [7] [8] This intrigued us to prepare its analoges and their derivatives and investigate their bioactivities. In order to increase its stability and water-solubility, we designed and synthesized some analogues of resveratrol by substituting one of two benzenes with pyridyl and their Mannich base and phenoxy acetic acid derivatives of phenol, and tested their anti-inflammatory activity in mice in order to find new potent anti-inflammatory agents.
The Preparation of (E)-Stilbenes (6) To a well-stirred above solution of phosphonate (5a, b) was added sodium ethoxide (made of 0.54 g sodium and 10 ml absolute alcohol), 5 min later, was added appropriate aldehyde at room temperature. The mixture was stirred for 3 h at the same temperature and poured to water to provide the desired E-stilbenes 6.
( General Procedure for Demethylation. The Preparation of Compounds 7 To a well-stirred solution of compounds 6 in CH 2 Cl 2 was added BBr 3 (1.3 mol for 1 mol methoxy) in CH 2 Cl 2 at Ϫ10°C. After the mixture was stirred for 4 h at Ϫ5-0°C, the reaction mixture was poured into icewater. The precipitate was collected and recrystallized in alcohol or methanol.
(E)- 9.32 (2H, s) .
General Procedure for Preparation of Compounds 8 A solution of KOH (1 mol for 1 mol hydroxyl) in methanol was added to a well-stirred solution of compounds 7 in methanol at room temperature. The resulting mixture was stirred for 30 min and removal of the solvent in vacuo to afford a solid. DMF was added to dissolve the residue and ethyl chloroacetate (1.3 mol for 1 mol hydroxyl) was added to the resulting solution at 40°C. The reaction mixture was stirred for 1 h at the same temperature and poured into water and extracted with ethyl acetate. The organic phase was dried over MgSO 4 . Removal of ethyl acetate in reduced pressure provide the crude product. The crude product was separated by silica gel column chromatography (hexane/ethyl acetate 20 : 1) to afford the compounds 8.
Ethyl [ 1H, d, Jϭ16.2 Hz, -CHϭCH-), 7.18 (1H, d, Jϭ16.2 Hz, 7.34 (2H, d, Jϭ5.9 Hz), 8.58 (2H, d, Jϭ5.9 Hz) . ϩ . Anal. Calcd for C 21 H 23 NO 6 : C, 65.44; H, 6.02; N, 3.63. Found: C, 65.14; H, 5.98; N, 3.40. Ethyl [ 
